Part A
Technology has changed the lives of the students from the video in many ways.  It allows the students to communicate better and feel more comfortable in doing it.  There are many different ways that these disabled students can use computers.  If a student has a hearing impairment, technology allows them have visual outputs which shows the words on a computer screen.  If a student has trouble seeing, technology allows students to have enlarged screens and voice output to help them get their ideas across.  Another great aspect of technology is that if a student has a learning disability, they can speak into a microphone that is hooked up to a computer and it will type out the words that they are saying aloud.


The technology used throughout the video helps make these students lives a whole lot easier and it also saving them a lot of time.  It makes it easier for them to communicate and it also allows them to feel a sense of independence, which I think is very important.  
Part B


Alternate keyboards are great for any student.  Some of my favorites include the moisture guard which protects the keyboard from any type of moisture like liquids or dust.  It is used mostly for individuals who drool and it is a simple clear plastic cover that goes on top of the keyboard.  I like it because most people with disabilities have trouble with their movements and this moisture guard protects against any accident that may occur, like a spilled drink.  Another alternate keyboard was the Tash Mini, which is designed for students with a limited range of arm motion and it requires minimal pressure to activate the keys.  It would be very helpful to individuals with shorter limbs.  The magic wand was also neat.  It is a miniature electronic keyboard.  Instead of having to press each key to type something, this keyboard allows you to use a metal wand and all one has to do is run in across the keys to select something.  It generates an electronic pulse to the keyboard.  This is very helpful for disabled students because some people have to use mouth sticks instead of their hands and it makes it easier for them to type.  
Part C
Scenario 1

Cinqela can use voice recognition software to help her student.  These programs offer word choices to complete the first few letters the student types or say.  The advantages of the voice recognition software will allow the student to voice his opinion easily and better contribute with the class.  I believe that the teacher should definitely allow her student to work with other students.  They would be a great team because each person can contribute in their own way.  The student with cerebral palsy can provide his ideas verbally while the other students write it down on paper.

Scenario 2 

Mr. Allgood can get his gifted students motivated by allowing them to use the internet to gather research on a specific project that he asks his students to do that involves science.  He can also have his students create multimedia presentations by allowing them to use audacity, Microsoft Powerpoint, and other tools to complete assignments.  They can also create web pages to display what they have created. The advantages of using a wide variety of technology for these students is that it provides an outlet of creativity and allows students to think outside the box which will definitely hold their attention longer. 
Scenario 3

Mr. Bartle can allow his low-achieving students to use calculators when they are solving mathematical problems.  For example, he can allow them to use the Coin-U-Lator which helps students with counting money and making change.  He can motivate his students by allowing them to play fun, interactive math learning games on the computer.  Most kids love to get on the computer and play games and this way they are learning math skills at the same time.  I believe that the students should work individually because they all need to master these skills and when it is time to perform the skills, their group members and partners wouldn’t be around.  
Scenario 4

Mr. Tindel can use different reading program software to help students learn how to read.  Interactive storybooks are a great tool to use as well.  These students can use voice recognition software to help them write.  Mr. Tindel can tell that these students feel more positive because it allows them to build up their confidence levels.  They feel as if they can do just as much as the next student.

Scenario 5

Mr. Zircone can use the text-to-voice software that will allow the student to communicate with the other students in the class.  The advantage of this tool is that it provides a way for the student to voice his opinion through typing and it will read what he has typed aloud to the other students.  The student could complete a learning activity through the content area in language arts by doing a report over a book that he has read by typing up an essay paper and it can be read aloud to the class.  He is able to use tools like spell check on the computer to help him edit his paper. 
Part D

I have to admit, before doing the different simulations I had no idea what individuals with disabilities go through on a day to day basis.  It was really hard for me to focus and figure out how to do certain tasks.  Students with disabilities have a great disadvantage on learning because they have other physical issues that interfere with their learning.  I now have a greater respect and admiration for individuals with disabilities and know that they are very strong individuals just like everyone else.  Technology increases a user’s abilities in many ways.  These students have just as much drive, if not more, than “normal” students.  Technology allows these students to do the same things as others and it also boosts their confidence because with all of this equipment it allows them to be more independent.  They are able to focus more on the learning aspect and not so much on the physical limitations. 
